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How Did We Arrive at T Staging for 

MCC in AJCC?
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‣ TRS-80

• 4 KB of memory

• $3,000 (inflation adjusted) ‣ Cigarettes in Hospitals

• Outlawed by JCAHO in 1993 

AJCC T Staging for MCC Hasn’t Changed in 50 Years

Can We Be Doing Better for Our 

Patients?
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Correlating Survival with Tumor Size

National Cancer Database. Participant User File 2020 Submission.

*Manuscript in preparation
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Increased Granularity of Tumor Size Predicts 5-Year Survival

Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) Program (www.seer.cancer.gov) SEER*Stat Database: Incidence - SEER Research Data, 17 

Registries, Nov 2021 Sub (1975-2020) - Linked To County Attributes - Time Dependent (1990-2020) Income/Rurality, 1969-2020 Counties, National 

Cancer Institute, DCCPS, Surveillance Research Program, released April 2023, based on the November 2022 submission.
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https://d.docs.live.net/4c34df1df99fd3ee/Desktop/Research/Mohs/Higgins%20Projects/MCC%20Size%20Paper/JAAD/www.seer.cancer.gov
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Incidence of MCC is Rising, Particularly for Smaller Tumors

‣ Data from SEER (17 Registry)
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*Manuscript in preparation
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Incidence of MCC is Rising, Particularly for Smaller Tumors
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• Greatest absolute increase

– 10-19mm (0.061 per 100k)
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Incidence of MCC is Rising, Particularly for Smaller Tumors

‣ Data from SEER (17 Registry)

• Greatest absolute increase

– 10-19mm (0.061 per 100k)

• Greatest relative increase

– <6mm (222%)

Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) Program (www.seer.cancer.gov) SEER*Stat Database: Incidence - SEER Research Data, 17 

Registries, Nov 2021 Sub (1975-2020) - Linked To County Attributes - Time Dependent (1990-2020) Income/Rurality, 1969-2020 Counties, National 
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*Manuscript in preparation
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Conclusions

‣T staging for MCC hasn’t changed in roughly 50 years

‣Smaller tumors are increasing in incidence 

‣Smaller tumors have distinct survival profiles
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Smaller Tumor Sizes May Be More 

Appropriate for AJCC T Staging of 

MCC
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Breslow Depth Does Not Correlate with 5-Year Survival

AJCC T Stage Breslow Depth

National Cancer Database. Participant User File 2020 Submission.

*Manuscript in preparation

‣ Univariate Model

• HR: 1.000 (95% CI 1.000-1.000), P=0.885

‣ Multivariate Model

• HR: 1.002 (95% CI 1.000-1.001), P=0.370

‣ Univariate Model

• HR: 1.002 (95% CI 1.001-1.003), P<0.001

‣ Multivariate Model

• HR: 1.002 (95% CI 1.001-1.003), P<0.001
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